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Picture Boxing day at Sarrat 2006 

      

Welcome to Oil Can News. 
Hello everyone  

Welcome to the November Edition of  Oil Can news  

 

The is the last newsletter for 2009 but are using August next year 

Continuation of the  report  on one of our oldest 

Luxary car makers  

Hopefully you will enjoy the articles 

 in this months OCN.   

 

  

Keith  

November  
2009  
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The Oil Can News    
Hatfield Heritage Vehicle Society                                

News letter  

Our next Meeting   Thursday 
 
3rd  December 2009 8pm Hatfield Social Club 

Members Of  F.B.H.V.C 

http://www.hatfieldclassics.co.uk/
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 CClub Contacts  
 
Chairman:  
Mike Larkin  
chairman@hatfieldclassics.co.uk 

 

Secretary   & Club Founder 
Member:   
Colin Croft 
secretary@hatfieldclassics.co.uk 

 

Treasurer:  
Margaret White  
 
Webmaster & Newsletter 
Editor:  
Keith Worman  
webmaster@hatfieldclassics.co.uk 

 
Club Official Photographer   
Keith Halsey                                                       

 
Club Stand organiser 
Alan Joseph 
 
Membership Secretary 
Martin Mynott 
 
_______________________ 

 

   Future Club  
   Night Dates 
 
Hatfield Social Club 8pm  
 

 

December 3
rd

 2009 

 

AGM January 7
th
  2010 

 

February 4
th
 2010 

 

March 4
th
 2010 

A note from OCN Editor  

 

Dear Members. 

 

Firstly I would like to thank those who sent messages and e-mails 

during my recent spell in hospital, hopefully this will be the  last 

of any more setbacks and I can move forward and progress with 

the orignal illness and get to better health . 

 

Many thanks to Ray Gomm for overseeing the website in my 

absence and Colin for offering to do the OCN newsletter. 

 

Oil Can newsletter for August next year will be issued as it is 

during show time so it will keep members informed of the latest 

info during the show season. 

 

 
I keep saying this to everyone in every newsletter  , I am hoping 

that some one is reading it, articles are urgently required for 

OCN. 

 

Januarys  edition and beyond  is looking very empty at the 

moment  so I do need some articles for the news letter,otherwise 

it going a very small edition of OCN  for the start of 2010. 

 

Our AGM is on 7
th

 January so if you fancy a job get a 

nomination form fr om Colin and get nominated. 

 

I think the club have had a terrfic year with news members 

joining us. 

 

Christmas Fayre Club Stand Hatfield Town Centre Saturday 

28
th

 November (This Saturday) meet at 8-30am 

 

Just a reminder that you membershhip is due as from the 1
st
 

January 2010.  Contact Martin Mynott for a renewal Form 

 

I would like to say from myself and June, may we wish all 

members a Merry christmas and a Happy new year for 2010 

 

Keith (little) OCN Editor& Webmaster  

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

mailto:webmaster@hatfieldclassics.co.uk
mailto:webmaster@hatfieldclassics.co.uk
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HHVS Club Bennett discount Scheme 
 
 

We have a club discount scheme which is at L Bennett & sons 
 
 
Here are the Branches 
 
L Bennett & Sons 17 Fiddlebridge Lane Hatfield Herts AL10  9OE Tel 01707 257771 

 
L Bennett & Sons Unit 15c Dawney Industrial Estate Bessemer Road Welwyn garden City Herts AL7 1HB Tel 
01707 334411 
 
 
L Bennett & Sons 3 Bury Mead Road Hitchin Herts SG5 1RT Tel 01462 442289 
 
 
L Bennett & Sons 1b Shaftbury Industrial Centre Ickneild Way Letchworth Herts SG6 1HE Tel 01462 480276 
 
 
Please use this scheme to keep it viable any problems please call Colin 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Steam Coach at Sarratt on Boxing day 2004 
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Club Secretary Page  

 
Dear Members 

 

To update you all on events that is currently ongoing. 

 

Keith is now out of hospital and regaining the use of his hand and arm, following treatment at the Addenbrook hospital. 

I am sure you will join with me in wishing him a speedy recovery to his full self, then watch out for sparks to fly in all 

that he does, heôs already thinking about using wood without sawdust in his creativity! 

 

June and his family are much more relaxed and happy he is recovering, so again I am sure you will agree they get our 

vote of confidence in seeking Keithôs speedy recovery, it was a very trying  time for them all. 

 

I have also have to add our congratulations to Big Keith and Ann and daughter Helen on the birth of their grandson/ 

nephew weighing in at 7lb 1 once born on the 8-11-09 a potential member so Martin get in early with the membership 

form. 

 
At the last meeting this month we had 25 in attendance which was very nice indeed, a good discussion amongst 

members and all but one will be coming to our next meeting on 3
rd
 December, so I hope more will turn up and have a 

few snacks at our Christmas meeting. 

So that Keith can have it all marked up for the start, or please bring If anyone has anything for our tom bola stall at the 

club stand, please bring it along it on Saturday. 

 

I would like to remind members that we have a club stand in Hatfield Town Centre on 28
th
 November where we 

normally have a few mince pies and chat to the public in promoting our Society, so please try and come along. 

 

Please bring anything for our tom bola stall at the club stand, please bring it along it on Saturday and give it to Keith. 

 

I would also like to thank Ray who has been looking after the Web Site and advice on the press release while Keith has 

been incapacitated, so thank you Ray. 

 

Mike (Our Chairman) had a horrible task in getting email addresses to send the press release out, from that CCM is 

doing a piece in December issue,. I have had requests from clubs to put something in their monthly magazine and 

already have a club stating they will be there. More emails are needed to get our message across. 

I know have the booking forms for stalls, and will bring some along with me and hope you will encourage a few to book 

a pitch. 

 

I have spoken to the Air Cadets who in turn will negotiate with the Arm cadets to assist and put on a display. 

I should have some posters printed by the 3
rd
 December and hope members will take a few to put up in prominent places 

so that we get the message out early, I have had to purchases these and were not free but received a generous discount 

for Help For Heroes. 

 

The calendars have been distributed to those members who requested and hope to get the remainder out to organisations 

that we feel may support us. 

 

Finally I wish all our members a VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR, and thank you all for your support for 

our Society. 

 

BEST WISHES 

Colin (Hon Sec) 
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ALANS PAGE NOVEMBER 
 

The Stondon museum trip was a good day out with twelve of us turning up, we managed to get a 
discount on the entry fee. This is certainly worth a visit with its huge collection of vehicles and 
permanent auto jumble area; they also have a vast collection of handbooks brochures and old 
magazines for sale.  
 
After spending several hours in the collection we visited the local pub for a lunch, on arrival we were 
approached by the landlord and asked if we would like to put on a display of classic cars, he also 
offered to ñweather permittingò set up a barbeque for us as an alternative to the carvery lunch that 
they normally do. 
 
This would be a good alternative to going to Shuttleworth (for reasons stated last month), this event 
normally takes place over the Whit sun weekend. If any members are interested in attending this 
event can you please let me know so that that I can organise it. 
 
While we are talking about pub lunches do not forget the regular meet at the Goat in Hertford Heath 
good food and good company with many classic cars in attendance. This meeting is always on the 
first Sunday in the month all year round, we have a reputation there and are given our own dining 
area. 
 
We have also been invited to a Boxing day special at the Lordship Arms in Bennington, this pub 
runs regular classic shows from May to September on the second Tuesday of the month from six 
P.M. onwards and has been attended by our club several times, In fact Russell and Rose was 
awarded vouchers for free meals last month for being the managers choice (mind you it was in the 
dark). 
 
Why is it only the best vehicles that win awards?, this will change at our next show. My company will 
sponsor the ñDID WELL TO GET HERE SHEILDò for the average condition vehicle; by the way 
Martin will not qualify based on his reliability record. 
 
Webbôs spare parts in Stevenage old town has signed up to the 10% discount to our club memberôs 
scheme just show your membership card. 
 
I am currently working on next years events list, several venues have already been confirmed they 
include, Walsworth Hitchin, Hoddesdon Town Centre, Waltham Cross Town Centre and Mill Green 
Museum, the full list with dates and times should be in available in Februaryôs O.C.N. 
 
Finally do not forget that I need to know who will be attending Knebworth this year so that I can get 
the discounted entry tickets, they were £2.50 per car last year. Also require numbers for Stockwood 
Park, Hoddesdon and Waltham Cross, these events are free but you have to have tickets in 
advance. 
 
ALAN LEE JOSEPH (C.S.O.) 
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Vanden Plas Story Continued  

 

Launched in 1968, the DS420 replaced not only Daimler's own DR450 but also the 
Kingsbury-built Vanden Plas Princess 4-litre Limousine. Of course, 1968 also saw the 
merger which brought Rover and Triumph into the fold, spelling the end for the Princess 4 -
litre R saloon as well. Thus, as the Seventies dawned, Kingsbury was turning out just the 
DS420 and the Princess 1300, but Jaguar's soon-to-be-chairman Lofty England was already 
in discussion with Roland Fox about developing a new flagship model. Within a couple of 
years, these talks came to fruition when the Vanden Plas name was applied to a Daimler 
for the first time, with the launch of the XJ6 -based Daimler Double-Six Vanden Plas. Placed 
at the very top of the Daimler range (costing even more than the grandiose limousine), this 
car sat on a longer wheelbase than the XJ6, and had the advantages of the new silky-
smooth, Jaguar-developed 12-cylinder engine and a Kingsbury-trimmed interior that was 
very plush indeed, even by Daimler's standards. Jaguar saw this model as being able to 
compete with the top -end Mercedes-Benzes, and felt that it might even steal some sales 
from the far more expensive Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow. One thing was for sure, though: 
within the BLMC group, Vanden Plas was becoming far more closely associated with 
Daimler than its traditional mentor Austin, and in 1974, responsibility for it was formally 
transferred to Jaguar Cars Ltd. 

1974 also saw the end of the line for the last Vanden Plas car to carry the Princess name, 
the still -popular 1300. At the time of the aforementioned reorganisation, work was already 
underway to replace the Princess with an Allegro-based model, and these plans proceeded 
apace. After all, the little car was still generating over a third of Vanden Plas's turnover ï a 
chunk that Jaguar could not afford to ignore. However, strict budget limitations imposed 
before the transfer had meant that only one panel could be altered in the process of 
restyling the car, and so it was that the Vanden Plas 1500 was launched in the summer of 
1974 with a reshaped bonnet following the outline of its ostentatiously ov er-sized grille. It 
has to be said that despite its now -traditional walnut, leather and Wilton interior, this new 
car lacked the grace ï and appeal ï of its well -loved predecessor. Nevertheless, it sold 
steadily throughout the late 1970s, and when the deci sion was taken to close the 
Kingsbury plant in 1979, production of the 1.5/1.7 (as the 1500 had by then been 
redesignated) was transferred to the MG plant at Abingdon. The car survived for another 
year or so, but plans to launch a revised version in line w ith the Mk3 Allegro were dropped.  

With the demise of the 1.5/1.7, the Vanden Plas marque was laid to rest in 1980. However, 
the name hadn't really gone away. For a start, Daimler's range still had a range -topping 
Double-Six Vanden Plas model (in series III form, and produced entirely at Jaguar's Browns 
Lane plant), while in the US, the Daimler models had long-since been marketed as the 
"Jaguar Vanden Plas" so as to avoid any potential confusion with the Mercedes models of 
Daimler-Benz ï an arrangement which persists to this day. Moreover, before the year was 
out BL had decided to apply the Vanden Plas name to a Rover for the first time, launching 
the Rover 3500 Vanden Plas to replace the V8-S. Over the next few years, new Vanden 
Plas-badged models in the Austin and Rover ranges follwed thick and fast. However, the 
tide started to turn in 1984, when Jaguar and Daimler were returned to the private sector 
and the Vanden Plas name was dropped from their home-market models. name had finally 
disappeared from the UK. And that would have been that... except that in the spring of 
2002, MG Rover announced a new, special-order only flagship model for its 75 range: the 
Rover 75 Vanden Plas. After 10 years of the name lying dormant  

 

http://www.aronline.co.uk/ado67indexf.htm
http://www.aronline.co.uk/sd1indexf.htm
http://www.aronline.co.uk/r40indexf.htm
http://www.aronline.co.uk/tsmn75f.htm
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Vanden Plas Story page 5  

In 1988, the Austin marque was consigned to the history books, and with it went any 
mention of Vanden Plas in the cars' nomenclature. During the following year, the sole 
remaining Rover car to carry the name ï the 213/216 range ï was discontinued, and the 
Vanden Plas name had finally disappeared from the UK. And that would have been that... 
except that in the spring of 2002, MG Rover announced a new, special-order only flagship 
model for its 75 range: the Rover 75 Vanden Plas. 

The Vanden Plas name is now tied up the Chinese buy out of of the MG rover name 

 

Vanden Plas -branded models  

Austin A105 Vanden Plas  1958-1959  
 

This was the car that provided the inspiration for the Vanden 
Plas marque. In 1958 Leonard Lord decided to send a batch 

of 500 Austin A105 Sixes to Kingsbury to be retrimmed to a 

high standard. This represented something of a departure for 
Vanden Plas, who has previously concentrated on their 

coachbuilding activities, but the car's favourable reception 
paved the way for an influential follow -up...  

Vanden Plas Princess 3 - litre  1960-1964  
 
Originally introduced in 1959, this car became the first to 

carry the Vanden Plas marque name when it was relaunched 

the follwing year. It also set the style for the 1960s models 
which followed. 

  

 

 

 

http://www.aronline.co.uk/r200f.htm
http://www.aronline.co.uk/r40indexf.htm
http://www.aronline.co.uk/tsmn75f.htm
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Vanden Plas Story page 6  

Vanden Plas Princess 4- litre Limousine  1960-1968  
 

Dating from 1952, the long -wheelbase Princess gained the 

Vanden Plas tag (along with the newer 3-litre) in 1960, by 
which time it was the last surviving link with Vanden Plas's 

coachbuilding past. The Royal Mews took delivery of several 
over the years, one of which hit the headlines in March 1974 

when it was ambushed and damaged in a failed attempt to 

kidnap its occupants: Princess Anne and Captain Mark 
Phillips. 

 

Vanden Plas Princess 1100/1275/1300  1963-1974  
 
Despite having never been part of BMC's product plan, the 

Princess 1100's blend of a high-quality trim in a compact 
package soon won it many admirers. The 1275 model was 

available for a few months in 1967, before the MkII -style 

1300 was launched that autumn.  

  

Vanden Plas Princess 4 - litre R  1964-1968  
 

Replacing the 3-litre, the 4 -litre R gained new rear-end 
styling, extra rear legroom and a Rolls -Royce  engine. 

However, the 1968 merger rendered it surplus to 

requirements, so it was not replaced. 

 
 

Daimler Double -Six/4.2 Vanden Plas  1972-1984  
 
This came about on the personal initiative of Jaguar's Lofty 

England, as a flagship for their new V12 engine. Introduced 
towards the end of Series I production, fewer than 400  were 

built before the Series II was launched a year later. From 

June 1975, a 4.2-litre became available, still trimmed to 
same high standard at Kingsbury. Meanwhile, in the US all 

Daimler saloons were sold as the "Jaguar Vanden Plas" ï and 
still are. 

 

Vanden Plas 1500/1.5/1.7  1974 -1980  
 
Less successful and much-villified follow-up to the Princess 

1300, this was the last car to be made under the Vanden 

Plas marque. 

 
 

Mini Vanden Plas 1978 -1980  
 

BL-offshoot Leykor pioneered the idea of using the Vanden 
Plas name purely as a trim level identifier when they 

launched the ñmost luxuriously-equipped Mini ever seen in 
South Africaò. 

 
 

 

http://www.aronline.co.uk/rrprotof.htm
http://www.aronline.co.uk/zaindexf.htm
http://www.aronline.co.uk/ado15indexf.htm
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Rover 3500/2600 Vanden Plas  1980-1986  
 

After the closure of Kingsbury and the subsequent demise of 
the VP1500, BL revived the Vanden Plas name on the top-

notch Rover, replacing the short-lived V8-S. The 2600 version 

was added in mid-1984, but when the 800 series replaced the 
SD1 in 1986, the name "Sterling" was chosen for the flagship 

model (although Coleman -Milne  later used the Vanden Plas 
tag on their semi-official lwb 800 ).  

Austin Ambassador Vanden Plas  1982-1984  
 
The next model to get the latterday Vanden Plas treatement 

was the stop-gap Ambassador, and it could be argued that 

this had been a long time coming. Back in the mid -1970s, 
Kingsbury had produced a prototype Vanden Plas 2200  

based on the Ambassador's antecedent, the 18-22 series, but 
following the Ryder Report , the plug was pulled on badge-

engineering and the range was relaunched as the Princess.  

Austin Metro Vanden Plas  1982-1988  
 

1982 was a significant year for the Metro . As well as 

introducing the sporty MG version, BL topped-and-tailed the 
range with the cheap-as-chips City and the plushly-trimmed 

Vanden Plas models. There was also a limited edition of 500 
"VP500" versions in 1983 to mark the 25th anniversary of the 

orignal run of 500 A105 Vanden Plas models. The Vanden Plas 
was replaced by the non-Austin "GS" version in 1988.  

Austin Maestro Vanden Plas  1983-1988  
 

Such was the success of the Metro Vanden Plas that it was a 
foregone conclusion that the Maestro  range would also 

include a VP version. Available from launch, the first-series 
models were more opulently trimmed, although the post -1985 

versions were better-built. Former owners include one Keith 

Adams, who recalls a friend describing his example as the 
"Vanden Plastic"...  

Austin Montego Vanden Plas  1984-1988  
 
Like the Maestro on which it was based, the Montego  was 

launched with a luxurious Vanden Plas version, available in 
both saloon and estate form; indeed, this was the first (and so 

far only) time the Vanden Plas name had appeared on a 

production estate car. As with the Maestro, the dropping of 
the Austin brand in 1988 spelt the end for the Vanden Plas 

version too, leaving the Mayfair with the  top slot in the range.   

Rover 213/216 Vanden Plas  1984-1989  
 

Effectively replacing the Triumph Acclaim , the Honda-based 
200 -series  was introduced as a smaller partner to the SD1 

range. The availability of suitably trimmed and specced 

Vitesse and Vanden Plas versions helped to reinforce the 
message these cars were now Rovers. Gave way to the R8-

type 200 series  in 1989, by which time the "GS" 
nomenclature was in vogue for the upmarket versions.   

 

http://www.aronline.co.uk/wnindexf.htm
http://www.aronline.co.uk/wncm800f.htm
http://www.aronline.co.uk/vdp1822f.htm
http://www.aronline.co.uk/ryderreportf.htm
http://www.aronline.co.uk/lc8indexf.htm
http://www.aronline.co.uk/lm10indexf.htm
http://www.aronline.co.uk/lm10indexf.htm
http://www.aronline.co.uk/lc9indexf.htm
http://www.aronline.co.uk/r200f.htm
http://www.aronline.co.uk/r8indexf.htm
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Car meets for December  
 
Club Meeting Thursday 3rd December 2009  8pm Social club 

 

Boxing day Sarratt Classic Car meet just turn up at the Village Green in 

Sarrat near Kings Langley from 10.00am onwards 
 

Boxing day Bennigton Classic Car meet contact Alan joesph for details  

 

Vanden Plas Story page 8 

Rover 75 Vanden Plas  Announced 2002  
 

After the name had lain dormant within the Rover Group for 
over ten years, the reborn MG Rover company announced a 

new long-wheelbase version of its 75  saloon, to be called 
the 75 Vanden Plas . The conversion work, carried out by 

the coachbuilding firm S MacNeillie & Son , saw 200mm 
added to the length of the rear doors, and the car was to be 

available only to order, with a list price of just under £28k.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


